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Bringing Care Closer: How Local Investment Strengthened 
Primary Health Care in Somali Region

9

Abraham Assefa is a medical laboratory 
technician at Obale Health Center in 
Degehabur woreda. Every morning, he unlocks 
the lab, switches on the lights, and prepares for 
the day’s patients—pregnant women coming 
for check-ups, mothers carrying newborns, 
children brought in with fever, and families 
arriving in search of care, sometimes for the first 
time. In a place where health-seeking can be 
minimal and distance and doubt often keep 
people away, each visit is a sign of trust, and a 
chance to save a life.

That trust is growing.

 “Our catchment area serves close to 10,000 
people, and we have seen a significant rise in 
the number of clients seeking services each 
month,” Abraham explains. “Previously, we 
received around 60–70 clients per month. 
Now, as services have improved and people 
know we have better diagnostic equipment, we 
receive more than 160 clients per month.”

For Abraham, the change is not just a 
statistic—it is what happens when primary 
health care is strengthened with the right tools 
and the right support. The arrival of a Complete 
Blood Count (CBC) machine, along with other 
essential laboratory devices, has transformed 
the way Obale Health Center serves mothers 
and children. It has improved the quality of 
care, shortened the time to diagnosis, and 
encouraged more people to seek services 
locally rather than waiting until illness becomes 
severe.

“I received training on how to use the machine 
properly, and I now provide reliable, 
high-quality laboratory services,” he says. 
“Among the laboratory equipment we have, 
this machine is one of the most useful. It enables 
me to deliver more effective services, and I am 
very happy about that.”
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Abraham’s story is part of a broader effort in 
Somali Region to improve primary health 
care through partnership and local 
ownership. Under Improve Primary Health 
Service Delivery (IPHCSD) project, joint 
advocacy and cost-sharing with the Somali 
Regional Health Bureau, zonal and woreda 
offices, and communities has helped equip 
and strengthen primary health care units with 
essential tools, staffing support, and facility 
improvements.

Communities have played a central role, 
supporting actions such as facility fencing, 
small renovations, and practical contributions 
that strengthen trust and protect investments. 
Alongside this local commitment, health 
facilities received key diagnostic and 
infection-prevention equipment, helping 
improve maternal, child, and emergency care 
services for underserved pastoralist 
communities.

For Abraham, the impact is visible every 
day—in the growing number of clients, in 
quicker decisions, and in women who leave 
with clearer answers and faster care. “If 
similar equipment and training were 
expanded to other community-level health 
facilities, the impact would be substantial,” he 
says. “It would improve results for patients 
and also be a success for health 
professionals.”

In Obale Health Center and beyond, the 
message is simple: when health systems are 
strengthened close to where people live, 
communities respond. Trust returns. And lives 
are protected. 

The CBC test has become a critical tool in 
protecting maternal health. “With the CBC test, 
I can quickly identify pregnant women who 
have anemia and support timely referral for 
those who need urgent follow-up,” Abraham 
adds. “I send them with the necessary 
information so they can receive fast, direct 
services. This also helps avoid repeating blood 
tests at the hospital—patients save time, and 

treatment can start without delay.” In settings 
where travel is costly and referral pathways 
can be difficult, that time saved can make all 
the difference.
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enyan border and access to health services is painfully limited, a young 
frontline health worker has turned a promise into lifesaving impact. His 
name is Biskut Wegayehu.

At just 25 years old, Biskut, a Public Health Officer at Libemuket Health 
Center in Dassenech Woreda, joined a basic obstetric ultrasound 
training. His health center serves one of the most remote pastoralist 
communities in the country, where pregnant women often walk for days 
to reach a facility that offers ultrasound. Many cannot make the journey. 
Too many face risks that could be prevented with timely care.

At the training’s closing ceremony, Biskut spoke with clear conviction: 
“To reduce maternal and child mortality, we must strengthen primary 
health care units in remote areas. What I learned here will help mothers 
who travel long distances for ultrasound. And with the Vscan device, we 
will finally reach pastoralist women.”

Ultrasound for Every Mother: A Breakthrough in 
Libemuket Health Center

The Impact
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Soon after, Amref Health Africa, through the 
IPHCSD project, provided the first Vscan Air 
ultrasound device to Libemuket Health Center. 
When the service launched, Biskut was the one 
who stepped forward to deliver it, applying the 
skills he had gained. “This initiative was a 
historic breakthrough for the community,” he 
says. “It was hope for mothers. And it was the 
beginning of a mission for me.”

The health center announced free ultrasound 
services for all pregnant women, with special 
focus on hard-to-reach and previously 
unreached areas. With the Vscan Air device, 
Biskut and his team expanded services beyond 
the facility, integrating ultrasound into mobile 
and outreach sessions. They crossed rivers, 
rocky terrain, scorching heat, and long 
distances to reach women who otherwise 
would have gone without care.

For a community long underserved, it was 
nothing short of a maternal health revolution. 
Biskut’s dedication is grounded in his belief that 
health is a fundamental right. “I value the time I 
spend delivering care and guidance to 

pregnant mothers during mobile and outreach 
sessions, ”he says, “even when the environment 
is harsh, even when the journey is long.”

His work goes beyond ultrasound. He partners 
closely with Health Extension Workers (HEWs) 
to strengthen maternal health across his cluster, 
promoting antenatal care (ANC) attendance, 
discouraging home deliveries, supporting 
postpartum family planning, following up 
high-risk pregnancies, and encouraging 
breastfeeding. At the heart of his service is a 
simple vow: “We will never hesitate… no 
mother should die.”

Since March 2025, more than 300 pregnant 
women have received ultrasound services at 
Libemuket Health Center through the IPHCSD 
project, and 28 complications have been 
identified early and managed or referred 
appropriately. And the impact extends beyond 
one facility, across six health centers, trained 
health workers like Biskut are using Vscan 
ultrasound to transform maternal health for the 
women who need it most.

I value the time I spend delivering care and guidance to 

pregnant mothers during mobile and outreach 

sessions, even when the environment is harsh, even 

when the journey is long.












